


























representatives of Heads of State or Government of the following countries: 
China, Colombia, Egypt, Ghana, Iran I.R, Jamaica, Jordan, Kazakhstan, 
Korea D.P.R, Pakistan, Senegal, Tanzania, Tunisia and Uganda. A number of 
other representatives indicated their interest in signing the Agreement after 
further consultations with their respective governments.

3. The meeting endorsed the establishment of a Network of International Science 
and Technology Centres for Sustainable Development in the South to assist the 
countries of the South to build and sustain a critical mass of world-class 
scientists and technologists and to utilize their talent to expedite the process of 
sustainable science-led development. The establishment of international 
centres of excellence in the South will also provide important avenues for 
international cooperation in areas of science and technology of global concern 
to environmentally sustainable development.

4. The meeting agreed that the first nodes of the Network of International Centres 
be located at the ten well-established institutions that have provided detailed 
feasibility studies and have been accepted by the Technical Advisory 
Committee instituted by the Third World Network of Scientific Organizations 
(TWNSO) and the Third World Academy of Sciences (TWAS).

5. The meeting invited other developing countries to submit proposals for 
additional nodes of the Network, to be reviewed and evaluated by the 
Technical Advisory Committee.

6. The meeting examined the draft Charter of the Network of International 
Science and Technology Centres for Sustainable Development in the South 
and decided to establish a Working Committee to review the Charter and 
submit a revised version of the Charter to the Members of the Commission. 
The revised Charter should form an operational statute of the Network upon 
its approval by at least half of the Members of the Commission and should be in 
force until the next meeting of COMSATS. The meeting appointed 
representatives of Colombia, Egypt, Jordan, Malaysia, Nigeria, Pakistan, 
Syria and Tanzania as Members of the Working Committee and the Secretary 
General of TWNSO as the Convener. The Charter of the Network is given in 
Document-VII.

7. The meeting accepted the generous invitation of the Government of Pakistan to 
set up the Headquarters of the Network of International Science and 
Technology Centres for Sustainable Development in the South in Islamabad 
and to host the Secretariat of COMSATS at the Headquarters.

8. The meeting invited the Prime Minister of Pakistan to continue as Chairperson 
of COMSATS for the next three years.
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First Meeting of Commission on Science and
Technology for Sustainable Development in the South

Held on 4-5 October, 1994, Islamabad, Pakistan

REPRESENTATIVES OF HEADS OF STATE OR GOVERNMENT

Bangladesh

1. H.E. Prof. M. Abdul Mannan
 State Minister
 Ministry of Science & Technology
 Bangladesh Secretariat

th Building No. 6, 10  floor
 Dhaka
 Bangladesh

Brazil

2. H.E. Mr. Paulo Dyrceu Pinheiro
 Ambassador of Brazil to Pakistan
 Islamabad
 Pakistan

China

3. H.E. Mr. Zhou Gang
 Ambassador of China to Pakistan
 Islamabad
 Pakistan

Colombia

4. Prof. Dr. Jose Luis Villaveces
Director
Colombian Fund for Scientific 
Research and Special Projects, 
"Francisco Jose de Caldas"  
(COLCIENCIAS)
Transversal 9A No. 133
Apdo. Aereo 051580
Bogota
Colombia

Egypt

5. H.E. Dr. Venice Kamel Gouda
Minister of State for Scientific 
Research
Ministry of Scientific Research
4, Sharia Ibrahim Nagiv
Garden City, Cairo
Egypt

Ghana

6. H.E. Dr. Christina Amoako-
Nuama
Minister
Ministry of Environment,  
Science and Technology
P.O. Box M. 232, Accra
Ghana

India

7. H.E. Mr. S.K. Lambah
High Commissioner of India to 
Pakistan, Islamabad
Pakistan

Iran

8. H.E. Dr. S.M. Reza Hashimi 
Golpaygani
Minister
Ministry of Culture and Higher 
Education, Ustad Nijatullahi 
Avenue, 
Building No. 1, 15986 Tehran
Iran
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Italy

9. H.E. Mr. Pietro Rinaldi
Ambassador of Italy to Pakistan
Islamabad
Pakistan

Jamaica

10. Dr. Gladstone V. Taylor
 Executive Director
 Scientific Research Council
 P.O. Box 350
 Kingston 6
 Jamaica

Jordan

11. H.E. Mr. Talal Araiqat
Minister
Ministry of Energy and Natural 
Resources
P.O. Box 2310
Amman,
Jordan

Kazakhstan

12. H.E. Mr. Dias Kenzhebekovich 
Daukeev

 Deputy Minister for Science & 
New Technologies

 Alma-Ara
 Kazakhstan

Korea, D.P.R.

13. H.E. Mr. Choe Hui Jong
Minister/Chairman
SCST/Science & Technology
Pyongyang
Korea, D.P.R.

Kuwait

14. H.E. Dr. Ahmad Al-Roubia
 Minister of Education and 
Higher Education
 P.O. Box 7
 Safat
 Kuwait

Malaysia

15. H.E. Prof. Law Hieng Ding
Minister
Ministry of Science, Technology 
& Environment
14th floor, MUI, Plaza Wisma 
Sime Darby
Jalan Raja Laut, 50662
Kaula Lumpur
Malaysia

Mauritius

16. H.E. Mr. M. Rafick Elahee
High Commissioner of Mauritius 
to Pakistan
Islamabad
 Pakistan

Morocco

17. H.E. Dr. Mohammad Kenediri
Minister of National Education
Rabat
Morocco

Nepal

18. Mr. Kedar Lal Shrestha
Vice Chancellor
Royal Nepal Academy of Science 
& Technology (RONAST)
G.P.O. Box 3323
New Baneswor, Kathmandu
Nepal

Nigeria

19. H.E. Mr. A.R. Yunusa
Ambassador of Nigeria to 
Pakistan
Islamabad
Pakistan

Pakistan

20. H.E. Mrs. Shahnaz Wazir Ali
Special Assistant to the Prime 
Minister of Pakistan
Islamabad
Pakistan

Peru

21. H.E. Mr. Alejandro San Mortin
Ambassador of Peru to India
New Delhi
India

Philippines

22. H.E. Dr. William Padolina
Acting Secretary
Department of Science & 
Technology
NSTA Building
Bicutan, Taguig
Metro Manila
Philippines

Qatar

23.H.E. Mr. Saeed Khalifa Al-
Muhannadi
Ambassador of Qatar to Pakistan
Islamabad
Pakistan

Senegal

24. H.E. Dr. Magued Diouf
Minister
Ministry of Development & 
Technology
2, rue Emile Zola x Mohamed V
B.P. 218, Dakar RP
Senegal

South Africa

25. H.E. Dr. B.S Ngubane
Minister for Arts Culture, 
Science & Technology
Pretoria
South Africa

Sri Lanka

26. H . E .  D r.  A l - H a j  S . S . M .  
Aboobucker
Deputy Minister of Science & 
Technology
47/5, Maitland Place
Colombo 7
Sri Lanka

Sudan

27. H.E. Mr. Ahmad Al-Omerabi
Ambassador of  Sudan to 
Pakistan
Islamabad
Pakistan

Syria

28. H.E. Dr. Salha Sinkar
Minister
Ministry of Higher Education
Rawda Street
Damascus
Syria
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Tanzania

29. H.E. Mr. Benjamin W. Mkapa
Minister
Ministry of Science, Technology 
and Higher Education
P.O. Box 3645
Dar es Salaam
Tanzania

Tunisia

30. H.E. Dr. Mongi Safra
Secretary of State
Secretariat of State for Scientific 
Research and Technology
18 rue 8010,  Cite Montplaisir
1082 Tunis
Tunisia

Turkey

31. H.E. Dr. Nafiz Kurt
Minister of State
Office of the Prime Minister
Basbakanlik, Ankara
Turkey

Uganda

32. H.E. Mr. Richard Kaijuka
Minister
Ministry for Trade and Industry
3 Parliamentary Avenue
P.O. Box 7103
Kampala
Uganda

United Arab Emirates

33. Dr. Ali Abdul Aziz Al Sharhan
Deputy Director for Planning 
Affairs
Abu Dhabi
United Arab Emirates

Uzbekistan

34. H.E. Mr. Pulat Habibulaev
Chairman
Science & Technology
Tashkent
Uzbekistan

Zambia

35. H.E. Mr. Gabriel K. Maka
Minister
Ministry of Science, Technology 
& Vocation Training
P.O. Box 50464
Zambia

Zimbabwe

36. H.E. Dr. Stanley Isaac Gorerazvo 
Mudenge
Minister
Ministry for Higher Education
P.O. Box 8022, Union Avenue
Harare
Zimbabwe

First Meeting of Commission on Science and Technology
for Sustainable Development in the South (COMSATS)

Held on 4-5 October, 1994, Islamabad, Pakistan

REPRESENTATIVES OF INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

UNIDO

1. Mr. A. Bromley
United Nations Industrial 
Development
Organization (UNIDO)
P.O. Box 300
A-1400 Vienna
Austria

UNESCO

2. Prof. Adnan Badran
Assistant Director-General for 
Science
United Nations Educational, 
S c i e n t i f i c  a n d  C u l t u r a l  
Organization (UNESCO)
7, place de Fontenoy
75007 Paris
France

UNU

3. Prof. Heitor Gurgulino de Souza
Rector
United Nations University (UNU)
Toho Seimei Building
15-1, Shibuya 2-chome,
Shibuya-ku
Tokyo 150
Japan

UNEP

4. Mr. Taka Haraishi
Director of Policy Development
United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP)
P.O. Box 30552
Nairobi
Kenya

UNCTAD

5. Mr. Carlos Fortin
Deputy Secretary General
United Nations Conference on 
Tr a d e  a n d  D e v e l o p m e n t  
(UNCTAD)
Palais des Nations
CH-1211 Geneva 10
Switzerland

WORLD BANK

6. Dr. Michel J. Petit
Director of Agriculture & 
Natural Resources
The World Bank
1818 H Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20433
USA
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Agreement to Establish the Commission on Science and 
Technology for Sustainable Development in the South 

(COMSATS)

Preamble
 

The parties to the present Agreement representing Head of State or Government of the 
countries in the South:
 

1. Realizing the importance and necessity of a joint political commitment by the 
Heads of States or Governments in the South to place science and technology at 
the top of agenda and to support major initiatives of common concern aimed at 
building and sustaining indigenous capacities in science and technology and 
their application to socio-economic development;

(See Amendment-1)
 

2. Recalling the 1988 Trieste Declaration, which was adopted by the Founding 
Members of the Third World Network of Scientific Organization (including 15 
Ministers of Science and Technology and 30 Heads of Science Academies and 
Research Councils from the South) and in which they resolved to work towards 
giving science and technology a position of highest priority in their own 
countries and to strengthen their collaboration with other countries of the South 
as well as of the North;

 

3. Appreciating the efforts of the President of the Third World Network of 
Scientific Organizations (TWNSO), the Nobel Laureate Professor Abdus Salam, 
in sensitizing the political leadership in the South to increase funding for 
research and development and to intensify their cooperation in order to narrow 
the widening gap between the North and the South in generation of science and 
new technologies and their utilization in technology production and social 
services; have agreed as follows:

(See Amendment-2)
 

Article I: Establishment
 

a. The parties to this Agreement hereby establish the Commission on Science and 
Technology for Sustainable Development in the South (COMSATS), hereinafter 
referred to as "the Commission";

(See Amendment-3)

b. The Commission shall operate in accordance with the provisions of this 
Agreement.
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Article II: Membership

a. The Membership of the Commission shall be open to all Heads of State or 
Governments of the South. The Members may, however, appoint nominees to 
attend meetings of the Commission or represent them in other ways.

b. Professor Dr. Abdus Salam shall be a Member of the Commission.
(See Amendment-4)

Article III: Mission, Objectives and Functions

The Commission shall have the following objectives and functions:

a. to sensitize the countries in the South to the centrality of science and technology 
in the development process, to the adequate resource allocation for research 
and development, and to the integration of science and technology in the 
national and regional development plans;

b. to support the establishment of a Network of International Science and 
Technology Centres for Sustainable Development in the South;

(See Amendment-5)

c. to support other major initiatives designed to promote indigenous capacity in 
science and technology for science-led sustainable development, and to help 
mobilize long-term financial support from international donor agencies and 
from Government/Institutions in the North and the South to supplement the 
financing of international scientific projects in the South;

d. to provide leadership and support for major North-South and South-South 
cooperative schemes in education, training and research, such as the proposal 
to set up programmes of scholarships for research at centres of excellence in the 
South; and

(See Amendment-6)

e. to support the relevant programmes and initiatives of major scientific 
organizations working for the development and promotion of science and 
technology in the South.

Article IV: The Chairperson

a. The Prime Minister of Pakistan is the first Chairperson of the Commission. The 
Commission shall elect on a rotation basis a Chairperson from among its 
Members every three years;

(See Amendment-7)

b. The Chairperson shall convene and host at least one meeting of the Commission 
during the period of three years.

Article V: The Secretariat

a. The Headquarters of the Network of International Centres of Science and 
Technology for Sustainable Development in the South, located at Islamabad, 
Pakistan, shall act as the Secretariat for the Commission, and the Executive 
Director of the Headquarters shall be the Secretary of the Commission;

(See Amendment-8)

b. The Secretariat shall work closely with the office of the Chairperson of the 
Commission in coordinating the Commission's functions and activities;

c. The Secretariat shall establish close working relationships with TWNSO, the 
Group of 77, the South Centre, the Ministry of, or body responsible for, Science 
and Technology of the country hosting the Secretariat and with international 
and other relevant organizations;

(See Amendment-9)

d. The Secretariat shall interact with members of the Commission through the 
respective offices of the Focal Points designated by the Member States. 

(See Amendment-10)

Article VI: Finance

The Commission may invite Members and donor organizations to make contributions 
towards the costs of COMSATS Secretariat. It shall also mobilize sources of funding to 
support the Commission’s Programmes.

Article VII: Revisions and Amendments

The Agreements in its present form shall be subject to revisions at the next meeting of 
the Commission.

(See Amendment-11)

Article VIII: Signature and Acceptance

The  present  Agreement shall be open for signature by all Members as defined in 
Article II.

(See Amendment-12)
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Sustainable Development in the South
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Amendment - 1

Preamble
Para (1):

Realizing the importance and necessity of a joint political commitment by the Heads of 
State or Government in the South to place science and technology at the top of their 
economic agenda and to support major initiatives of common concern aimed at 
building and sustaining indigenous capacities in science and technology and their 
application to socio-economic development; 

nd(Revision 1: 2  Commission Meeting of COMSATS, 16-17 April 2012, Islamabad, Pakistan)

Amendment - 2

Preamble
Para (3):

Appreciating the efforts of the former President of the Third World Network of 
Scientific Organizations (TWNSO), the Nobel Laureate (Late) Professor Abdus Salam, 
in sensitizing the political leadership in the South to increase funding for research and 
development and to intensify their cooperation in order to narrow the widening gap 
between the North and the South in generation of science and new technologies and 
their utilization in technology production and social services; have agreed as follows: 

nd(Revision 1: 2  Commission Meeting of COMSATS, 16-17 April 2012, Islamabad, Pakistan)

Amendment - 3

Article I  Establishment
Para(a):

The parties to this Agreement declare and endorse the establishment of the 
Commission on Science and Technology for Sustainable Development in the South 
(COMSATS), hereinafter referred to as "the Commission"; 

nd(Revision 1: 2  Commission Meeting of COMSATS, 16-17 April 2012, Islamabad, Pakistan)
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Amendment - 1

Preamble
Para (1):

Realizing the importance and necessity of a joint political commitment by the Heads of 
State or Government in the South to place science and technology at the top of their 
economic agenda and to support major initiatives of common concern aimed at 
building and sustaining indigenous capacities in science and technology and their 
application to socio-economic development; 

nd(Revision 1: 2  Commission Meeting of COMSATS, 16-17 April 2012, Islamabad, Pakistan)

Amendment - 2

Preamble
Para (3):

Appreciating the efforts of the former President of the Third World Network of 
Scientific Organizations (TWNSO), the Nobel Laureate (Late) Professor Abdus Salam, 
in sensitizing the political leadership in the South to increase funding for research and 
development and to intensify their cooperation in order to narrow the widening gap 
between the North and the South in generation of science and new technologies and 
their utilization in technology production and social services; have agreed as follows: 

nd(Revision 1: 2  Commission Meeting of COMSATS, 16-17 April 2012, Islamabad, Pakistan)

Amendment - 3

Article I  Establishment
Para(a):

The parties to this Agreement declare and endorse the establishment of the 
Commission on Science and Technology for Sustainable Development in the South 
(COMSATS), hereinafter referred to as "the Commission"; 

nd(Revision 1: 2  Commission Meeting of COMSATS, 16-17 April 2012, Islamabad, Pakistan)
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Amendment - 8

Article V  The Secretariat
Para(a):

The Headquarters of the Network of International Centres of Science and Technology 
for Sustainable Development in the South, permanently located at Islamabad, 
Pakistan, shall also house the Secretariat for the Commission, and the Executive 
Director of the Headquarters shall be the Secretary of the Commission; 

nd(Revision 1: 2  Commission Meeting of COMSATS, 16-17 April 2012, Islamabad, Pakistan)

Amendment - 9

Article V   The Secretariat
Para(c):

The Secretariat shall establish formal working relationships with international and 
other relevant organizations for the promotion of Commission’s objectives;

nd(Revision 1: 2  Commission Meeting of COMSATS, 16-17 April 2012, Islamabad, Pakistan)

Amendment - 10

Article V   The Secretariat 
Para (d):  [ Inserted ]

The Secretariat shall interact with members of the Commission through the respective 
offices of the Focal Points designated by the Member States.

nd(Revision 1: 2  Commission Meeting of COMSATS, 16-17 April 2012, Islamabad, Pakistan)

Amendment - 11

Article VII  Revisions and Amendments

Revisions and amendments in the Agreement could be made with two third majority of 
the members of the Commission present and voting in a regular Meeting. Proposals for 
revisions and amendments will be conveyed to the Secretariat of the Commission in 
writing at least six months before the commencement of the next Commission Meeting. 

nd(Revision 1: 2  Commission Meeting of COMSATS, 16-17 April 2012, Islamabad, Pakistan)

Amendment - 4

Article II  Membership
Para(b):  [ Deleted  ]

nd(Revision 1: 2  Commission Meeting of COMSATS, 16-17 April 2012, Islamabad, Pakistan)

Amendment - 5

Article III  Mission, Objectives and Functions
Para (b):

to support the functioning and activities of the Network of International Science and 
Technology Centres for Sustainable Development in the South, established under this 
agreement;

nd(Revision 1: 2  Commission Meeting of COMSATS, 16-17 April 2012, Islamabad, Pakistan)

Amendment - 6

Article III  Mission, Objectives and Functions
Para(d):

to provide leadership and support for North-South and South-South cooperative 
schemes in education, training and research, such as the proposal to set up 
programmes of scholarships for research at centres of excellence in the South; and 

nd(Revision 1: 2  Commission Meeting of COMSATS, 16-17 April 2012, Islamabad, Pakistan)

Amendment - 7

Article IV  The Chairperson
Para(a):

The Commission shall elect on a rotation basis a Chairperson from amongst its 
Members for three years’ tenure; 

nd(Revision 1: 2  Commission Meeting of COMSATS, 16-17 April 2012, Islamabad, Pakistan)
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Amendment - 8

Article V  The Secretariat
Para(a):

The Headquarters of the Network of International Centres of Science and Technology 
for Sustainable Development in the South, permanently located at Islamabad, 
Pakistan, shall also house the Secretariat for the Commission, and the Executive 
Director of the Headquarters shall be the Secretary of the Commission; 

nd(Revision 1: 2  Commission Meeting of COMSATS, 16-17 April 2012, Islamabad, Pakistan)

Amendment - 9

Article V   The Secretariat
Para(c):

The Secretariat shall establish formal working relationships with international and 
other relevant organizations for the promotion of Commission’s objectives;

nd(Revision 1: 2  Commission Meeting of COMSATS, 16-17 April 2012, Islamabad, Pakistan)

Amendment - 10

Article V   The Secretariat 
Para (d):  [ Inserted ]

The Secretariat shall interact with members of the Commission through the respective 
offices of the Focal Points designated by the Member States.

nd(Revision 1: 2  Commission Meeting of COMSATS, 16-17 April 2012, Islamabad, Pakistan)

Amendment - 11

Article VII  Revisions and Amendments

Revisions and amendments in the Agreement could be made with two third majority of 
the members of the Commission present and voting in a regular Meeting. Proposals for 
revisions and amendments will be conveyed to the Secretariat of the Commission in 
writing at least six months before the commencement of the next Commission Meeting. 

nd(Revision 1: 2  Commission Meeting of COMSATS, 16-17 April 2012, Islamabad, Pakistan)

Amendment - 4

Article II  Membership
Para(b):  [ Deleted  ]

nd(Revision 1: 2  Commission Meeting of COMSATS, 16-17 April 2012, Islamabad, Pakistan)

Amendment - 5

Article III  Mission, Objectives and Functions
Para (b):

to support the functioning and activities of the Network of International Science and 
Technology Centres for Sustainable Development in the South, established under this 
agreement;

nd(Revision 1: 2  Commission Meeting of COMSATS, 16-17 April 2012, Islamabad, Pakistan)

Amendment - 6

Article III  Mission, Objectives and Functions
Para(d):

to provide leadership and support for North-South and South-South cooperative 
schemes in education, training and research, such as the proposal to set up 
programmes of scholarships for research at centres of excellence in the South; and 

nd(Revision 1: 2  Commission Meeting of COMSATS, 16-17 April 2012, Islamabad, Pakistan)

Amendment - 7

Article IV  The Chairperson
Para(a):

The Commission shall elect on a rotation basis a Chairperson from amongst its 
Members for three years’ tenure; 

nd(Revision 1: 2  Commission Meeting of COMSATS, 16-17 April 2012, Islamabad, Pakistan)
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Annex - I

Agreement to Join COMSATS

(Accession Agreement)

Amendment - 12

Article VIII  Signature and Acceptance

The Agreement shall be open for signatures by all Members as defined in Article II. 
New Members would be inducted on signing an Accession Agreement (Annex-I, page 
III-11).

nd(Revision 1: 2  Commission Meeting of COMSATS, 16-17 April 2012, Islamabad, Pakistan)
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Annex - I

Agreement to Join COMSATS

(Accession Agreement)

Amendment - 12

Article VIII  Signature and Acceptance

The Agreement shall be open for signatures by all Members as defined in Article II. 
New Members would be inducted on signing an Accession Agreement (Annex-I, page 
III-11).

nd(Revision 1: 2  Commission Meeting of COMSATS, 16-17 April 2012, Islamabad, Pakistan)
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AGREEMENT TO JOIN COMSATS AS MEMBER STATE

[ Draft ]

The Parties to this agreement:

the Commission on Science and Technology for Sustainable Development in the South 
(COMSATS), hereinafter referred to as ‘the Commission’, and the Government of 
<..........full name of country..........>, hereinafter referred to as <.......short country 
name.......>;

Recalling the joint statement made in the Foundation Conference to establish the 
Commission [Document-5], held in Islamabad on 4-5 October 1994;

Endorsing the International Agreement [Document-3] to establish the Commission as 
an inter-governmental organization comprising of Heads of State/Government;

Appreciating the establishment of Commission’s Network of International Science & 
Technology Centres-of-Excellence for Sustainable Development in the South, 
hereinafter referred to as ‘the Network’ and agreeing to the provisions of its Charter 
[Document-7];

Have agreed as follows:

Article I

Membership of the Commission 

The Head of the State or Government of <........short country name........> shall be a 
Member of the Commission. The Member may, however, appoint a nominee to attend 
meetings of the Commission or represent him/her in other ways. 

Article II

Membership of the Consultative Committee of the Network

The Government of <........short country name........> shall designate the Head of a 
relevant Ministry or Government Organization as the Focal Point, representing the 
Member of the Commission. The designated Focal Point shall be a Member of the 
Consultative Committee of the Network.
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AGREEMENT TO JOIN COMSATS AS MEMBER STATE

[ Draft ]

The Parties to this agreement:

the Commission on Science and Technology for Sustainable Development in the South 
(COMSATS), hereinafter referred to as ‘the Commission’, and the Government of 
<..........full name of country..........>, hereinafter referred to as <.......short country 
name.......>;

Recalling the joint statement made in the Foundation Conference to establish the 
Commission [Document-5], held in Islamabad on 4-5 October 1994;

Endorsing the International Agreement [Document-3] to establish the Commission as 
an inter-governmental organization comprising of Heads of State/Government;

Appreciating the establishment of Commission’s Network of International Science & 
Technology Centres-of-Excellence for Sustainable Development in the South, 
hereinafter referred to as ‘the Network’ and agreeing to the provisions of its Charter 
[Document-7];

Have agreed as follows:

Article I

Membership of the Commission 

The Head of the State or Government of <........short country name........> shall be a 
Member of the Commission. The Member may, however, appoint a nominee to attend 
meetings of the Commission or represent him/her in other ways. 

Article II

Membership of the Consultative Committee of the Network

The Government of <........short country name........> shall designate the Head of a 
relevant Ministry or Government Organization as the Focal Point, representing the 
Member of the Commission. The designated Focal Point shall be a Member of the 
Consultative Committee of the Network.
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Article III

Membership of the Coordinating Council of the Network

The Government of <........short country name........> may nominate any R&D 
institution in the country to become a member of the Network. After evaluation and 
approval by the Coordinating Council, the nominated institution will be inducted in the 
Network as one of its Centres-of-Excellence. The Head of this Centre-of-Excellence 
shall be a Member of the Coordinating Council. 

Article IV

Finances

The Government of <........short country name........> may contribute towards the cost 
of scientific activities conducted by the Commission’s Secretariat on voluntary basis or 
through a separately agreed protocol for mutually agreed annual membership 
contribution.

Article V

Duration

This Agreement is concluded for an indefinite period. 

Article VI

Termination

The State Party to this agreement will have the right to terminate this Agreement giving 
an advance written notice of six months.

Article VII

Annexes

The Agreement to establish the Commission [Document-3] and Charter of the Network 
of International Science & Technology Centres of Excellence [Document-7] shall be 
the integral parts of this Agreement. 

Article VIII

Coming into Force

This agreement shall come into force immediately on being signed by the 

representative of <........full name of the country........> and the Executive Director, 
COMSATS.

Done at <........venue........> in duplicate in English and <........other language, if 
any........> this <........day........> of <........month........>, <........year........>, both texts 
being equally authentic.
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On behalf of the Government of
<......short country name......>

Signature: _____________________

Name: _____________________
Designation: _____________________
Country: _____________________

Date:   

On behalf of COMSATS 

Signature:  _____________________

Name: _____________________
Executive Director
COMSATS Secretariat
Islamabad, Pakistan

Date: 



Article III

Membership of the Coordinating Council of the Network

The Government of <........short country name........> may nominate any R&D 
institution in the country to become a member of the Network. After evaluation and 
approval by the Coordinating Council, the nominated institution will be inducted in the 
Network as one of its Centres-of-Excellence. The Head of this Centre-of-Excellence 
shall be a Member of the Coordinating Council. 

Article IV

Finances

The Government of <........short country name........> may contribute towards the cost 
of scientific activities conducted by the Commission’s Secretariat on voluntary basis or 
through a separately agreed protocol for mutually agreed annual membership 
contribution.

Article V

Duration

This Agreement is concluded for an indefinite period. 

Article VI

Termination

The State Party to this agreement will have the right to terminate this Agreement giving 
an advance written notice of six months.

Article VII

Annexes

The Agreement to establish the Commission [Document-3] and Charter of the Network 
of International Science & Technology Centres of Excellence [Document-7] shall be 
the integral parts of this Agreement. 

Article VIII

Coming into Force

This agreement shall come into force immediately on being signed by the 

representative of <........full name of the country........> and the Executive Director, 
COMSATS.

Done at <........venue........> in duplicate in English and <........other language, if 
any........> this <........day........> of <........month........>, <........year........>, both texts 
being equally authentic.
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On behalf of the Government of
<......short country name......>

Signature: _____________________

Name: _____________________
Designation: _____________________
Country: _____________________

Date:   

On behalf of COMSATS 

Signature:  _____________________

Name: _____________________
Executive Director
COMSATS Secretariat
Islamabad, Pakistan

Date: 
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Agreement to Establish the Commission on
Science and Technology for Sustainable Development

in the South (COMSATS)

(Revised as on 17 April 2012)

Preamble
 
The parties to the present Agreement representing Head of State or Government of the 
countries in the South:
 
1. Realizing the importance and necessity of a joint political commitment by the 

Heads of State or Government in the South to place science and technology at 
the top of their economic agenda and to support major initiatives of common 
concern aimed at building and sustaining indigenous capacities in science and 
technology and their application to socio-economic development;

 
2. Recalling the 1988 Trieste Declaration, which was adopted by the Founding 

Members of the Third World Network of Scientific Organization (including 15 
Ministers of Science and Technology and 30 Heads of Science Academies and 
Research Councils from the South) and in which they resolved to work towards 
giving science and technology a position of highest priority in their own 
countries and to strengthen their collaboration with other countries of the South 
as well as of the North;

 
3. Appreciating the efforts of the former President of the Third World Network of 

Scientific Organizations (TWNSO), the Nobel Laureate (Late) Professor Abdus 
Salam, in sensitizing the political leadership in the South to increase funding for 
research and development and to intensify their cooperation in order to narrow 
the widening gap between the North and the South in generation of science and 
new technologies and their utilization in technology production and social 
services; have agreed as follows: 

 
Article I: Establishment
 

a. The parties to this Agreement declare and endorse the establishment of the 
Commission on Science and Technology for Sustainable Development in the 
South (COMSATS), hereinafter referred to as "the Commission"; 

b. The Commission shall operate in accordance with the provisions of this 
Agreement.
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Agreement to Establish the Commission on
Science and Technology for Sustainable Development

in the South (COMSATS)

(Revised as on 17 April 2012)

Preamble
 
The parties to the present Agreement representing Head of State or Government of the 
countries in the South:
 
1. Realizing the importance and necessity of a joint political commitment by the 

Heads of State or Government in the South to place science and technology at 
the top of their economic agenda and to support major initiatives of common 
concern aimed at building and sustaining indigenous capacities in science and 
technology and their application to socio-economic development;

 
2. Recalling the 1988 Trieste Declaration, which was adopted by the Founding 

Members of the Third World Network of Scientific Organization (including 15 
Ministers of Science and Technology and 30 Heads of Science Academies and 
Research Councils from the South) and in which they resolved to work towards 
giving science and technology a position of highest priority in their own 
countries and to strengthen their collaboration with other countries of the South 
as well as of the North;

 
3. Appreciating the efforts of the former President of the Third World Network of 

Scientific Organizations (TWNSO), the Nobel Laureate (Late) Professor Abdus 
Salam, in sensitizing the political leadership in the South to increase funding for 
research and development and to intensify their cooperation in order to narrow 
the widening gap between the North and the South in generation of science and 
new technologies and their utilization in technology production and social 
services; have agreed as follows: 

 
Article I: Establishment
 

a. The parties to this Agreement declare and endorse the establishment of the 
Commission on Science and Technology for Sustainable Development in the 
South (COMSATS), hereinafter referred to as "the Commission"; 

b. The Commission shall operate in accordance with the provisions of this 
Agreement.
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Article V: The Secretariat

a. The Headquarters of the Network of International Centres of Science and 
Technology for Sustainable Development in the South, permanently located at 
Islamabad, Pakistan, shall also house the Secretariat for the Commission, and 
the Executive Director of the Headquarters shall be the Secretary of the 
Commission;

b. The Secretariat shall work closely with the office of the Chairperson of the 
Commission in coordinating the Commission's functions and activities;

c. The Secretariat shall establish formal working relationships with international 
and other relevant organizations for the promotion of Commission’s objectives; 

d. The Secretariat shall interact with members of the Commission through the 
respective offices of the Focal Points designated by the Member States.

Article VI: Finance

The Commission may invite Members and donor organizations to make contributions 
towards the costs of COMSATS Secretariat. It shall also mobilize sources of funding to 
support the Commission’s Programmes.

Article VII: Revisions and Amendments

Revisions and amendments in the Agreement could be made with two third majority of 
the members of the Commission present and voting in a regular Meeting. Proposals for 
revisions and amendments will be conveyed to the Secretariat of the Commission in 
writing at least six months before the commencement of the next Commission Meeting. 

Article VIII: Signature and Acceptance

The Agreement shall be open for signatures by all Members as defined in Article II. 
New Members would be inducted on signing an Accession Agreement (Annex-I).

Article II: Membership

a. The Membership of the Commission shall be open to all Heads of State or 
Governments of the South. The Members may, however, appoint nominees to 
attend meetings of the Commission or represent them in other ways.

b. [ Deleted ]

Article III: Mission, Objectives and Functions

The Commission shall have the following objectives and functions:

a. to sensitize the countries in the South to the centrality of science and technology 
in the development process, to the adequate resource allocation for research 
and development, and to the integration of science and technology in the 
national and regional development plans;

b. to support the functioning and activities of the Network of International Science 
and Technology Centres for Sustainable Development in the South, established 
under this agreement;

c. to support other major initiatives designed to promote indigenous capacity in 
science and technology for science-led sustainable development, and to help 
mobilize long-term financial support from international donor agencies and 
from Government/Institutions in the North and the South to supplement the 
financing of international scientific projects in the South;

d. to provide leadership and support for North-South and South-South 
cooperative schemes in education, training and research, such as the proposal 
to set up programmes of scholarships for research at centres of excellence in the 
South; and 

e. to support the relevant programmes and initiatives of major scientific 
organizations working for the development and promotion of science and 
technology in the South.

Article IV: The Chairperson

a. The Commission shall elect on a rotation basis a Chairperson from amongst its 
Members for three years’ tenure;

b. The Chairperson shall convene and host at least one meeting of the Commission 
during the period of three years.
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Article V: The Secretariat

a. The Headquarters of the Network of International Centres of Science and 
Technology for Sustainable Development in the South, permanently located at 
Islamabad, Pakistan, shall also house the Secretariat for the Commission, and 
the Executive Director of the Headquarters shall be the Secretary of the 
Commission;

b. The Secretariat shall work closely with the office of the Chairperson of the 
Commission in coordinating the Commission's functions and activities;

c. The Secretariat shall establish formal working relationships with international 
and other relevant organizations for the promotion of Commission’s objectives; 

d. The Secretariat shall interact with members of the Commission through the 
respective offices of the Focal Points designated by the Member States.

Article VI: Finance

The Commission may invite Members and donor organizations to make contributions 
towards the costs of COMSATS Secretariat. It shall also mobilize sources of funding to 
support the Commission’s Programmes.

Article VII: Revisions and Amendments

Revisions and amendments in the Agreement could be made with two third majority of 
the members of the Commission present and voting in a regular Meeting. Proposals for 
revisions and amendments will be conveyed to the Secretariat of the Commission in 
writing at least six months before the commencement of the next Commission Meeting. 

Article VIII: Signature and Acceptance

The Agreement shall be open for signatures by all Members as defined in Article II. 
New Members would be inducted on signing an Accession Agreement (Annex-I).

Article II: Membership

a. The Membership of the Commission shall be open to all Heads of State or 
Governments of the South. The Members may, however, appoint nominees to 
attend meetings of the Commission or represent them in other ways.

b. [ Deleted ]

Article III: Mission, Objectives and Functions

The Commission shall have the following objectives and functions:

a. to sensitize the countries in the South to the centrality of science and technology 
in the development process, to the adequate resource allocation for research 
and development, and to the integration of science and technology in the 
national and regional development plans;

b. to support the functioning and activities of the Network of International Science 
and Technology Centres for Sustainable Development in the South, established 
under this agreement;

c. to support other major initiatives designed to promote indigenous capacity in 
science and technology for science-led sustainable development, and to help 
mobilize long-term financial support from international donor agencies and 
from Government/Institutions in the North and the South to supplement the 
financing of international scientific projects in the South;

d. to provide leadership and support for North-South and South-South 
cooperative schemes in education, training and research, such as the proposal 
to set up programmes of scholarships for research at centres of excellence in the 
South; and 

e. to support the relevant programmes and initiatives of major scientific 
organizations working for the development and promotion of science and 
technology in the South.

Article IV: The Chairperson

a. The Commission shall elect on a rotation basis a Chairperson from amongst its 
Members for three years’ tenure;

b. The Chairperson shall convene and host at least one meeting of the Commission 
during the period of three years.
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Signatories to the Agreement
of the

Commission on Science and
Technology for Sustainable Development
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List of Countries Signing the Agreement on
Commission on Science and Technology

for Sustainable Development in the South as Members

Date : 5th October 1994 Date : 5th October 1994

Date : 5th October 1994Date : 5th October 1994

Date : 5th October 1994 Date : 5th October 1994
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List of Countries Signing the Agreement on
Commission on Science and Technology

for Sustainable Development in the South as Members

Date : 5th October 1994 Date : 5th October 1994

Date : 5th October 1994Date : 5th October 1994

Date : 5th October 1994 Date : 5th October 1994
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Date : 5th October 1994 Date : 5th October 1994

Date : 5th October 1994 Date : 5th October 1994

Date : 5th October 1994 Date : 5th October 1994

Date : 5th October 1994 Date : 13th July 1995
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Date : 14th September 1999

IV - 3IV - 2



Date : 5th October 1994 Date : 5th October 1994
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