27-28 October 2015, Accra, Ghana

T ]l
WUlCl=p> 181 1=

—
-

ml

i
HEC!
-

=

Hosted by: Ministry of Environment, Science, Technology and Innovation, Ghana, and
Commission on Science and Technology for Sustainable Development in the South
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COMSATS

gratefully acknowledges the support of the Government of Ghana

for holding the 3 Commission Meeting and welcomes

the delegates of Member Countries

Paving the Way for Sustainable Development through:

L] Promotion of Science, Technology and Innovation
as a means to fast track socio-economic developments;

Mobilization of scientific and technological resources
through South-South cooperation;

Capacity building of Member States through a Network
of S&T Centres of Excellence.

COMSATS Secretariat,

Commission on Science and Technology for Sustainable Development in the South (COMSATS)
Shahrah-e-Jamburiat, G-572, islamabad

Tol: (+02-51) G214515-T, Fax: (+02-51) 8216530

Ermail: comsatsficomsats org, URL: www. comaats org




The landscape of international cooperation is
tenm commen goals of manking skould nemain focused
mwmm mainty depends on food and

supplies and healthcare. These issues, which are
immensely important individually, are also lknitted in a
complex fabric of interdependence. A ocommon
dencminator for addnessing 2l of these concerns i the
human capacity to understand laws of nature and to be
able to use them practically to seif adwantage. Over the
ages, some sections of human beings somewhere in the
world have  besn engaged in the process that has

hnpmuﬂhdm'nuuhuww:f
people like never before, making it the bedrock of
modern e, The countries that shy away from building
strong competence in ST will igfnain losers in the race of
economic and social progress. Curnentiy, the coentres
that lag behénd in this respect are broadly categorined 25

‘the South’. To face the future challenges, what is
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summarined as follows:

of & dnd kncwiedge of
hﬂﬂ_" revolutionany

L m
¥ .q aneas

L Guidance and support on policy, reforms and
capacity-bullding fromm concirned scientists,
chl socisty, tergovernmental organiratioos
and other imternationa bodies within the UN
Trsierm,

BL Lange, young and talented population

WVast naturd Netources;

Conducive emviranment for informaton flow

ard intermational mobiity of manpower and
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egquipment,
On the other hand, the functional deficits, inber alia,
pertain toc
: sirong prolrtical will to adopt S&T as a webacle of
POgress,;

sducationad and resageth infrassructures;
Finarisl nesowrces and budgetary procibes;
adimimiirative Sructunes and gowesmance

zEF

The estabiishment of COMSATS E994 was to address the
wery isswwes by lending a heldping-hand to improve the 5ET
panorama of s Member States. The same & reflected
through the massion statement of COMSATS that
envisages creation of "3 world where all nations/stabes
ane at peace with one another and capable of prowiding a
good qualiny of life 1o their populations in a sustainable
way, Usting modern scientific and technological means”.

The comerstone of COMSATS' international efforts is a
strong desirabifity of synergy and open-ended
cooperation with vasious nationsl and inbermaticnal
platforms. There are same distinctive fextones Ested
beliow that set the ceganization apart from oifer similar
ofganizations in ooe respect or the other,

Boulh-South Conparaiio
Over the years, COMSATS has nelied on Soeth-South

cooperation s ity guiding principle in more than one
ways. A Network of heghly reputed RED centres was
wreated, which have been working independently in their
national capacities but cooperating with one another as
nodes of COMSATS' Centre of Excellence Currently, 20
such Centres spread acnss four comtiments. are affilisted
with COMSATS and prowide it an endrmously rich

COMSATS

Achlevements ents and Prospects

resowne for sclentific cooperation at the bevel of working
scientists. The Heads of these Centres of Excellence are
members of the COMSATS Coordinating Council, which
holds its meetings in diferent countries on a yearty basis,
most reguiarly hosted by the respective Cendres of
Excellence. The Councl s & umique platform, which
enables the leadess of REZD organizations to consult one
another on the latest developments in their scientific
programmes; learn from the best practices and
successiid initiatives; and, in general, exchange among
one ancther the offers of cooperation and requests for
technical assistance.

. reilding et s

mnm&nam:.mmm
been organisadio-organised,supported by COMSATS
over the years, in the specific areas of soence and

technology having direct relevance to the socio- |

economic development of the Member Countries. The
thrust areas adentified in this comtext ane: scentific and

organizations of the Morth and the South, such as
UNESCD, ISESCO, and INIT. Some of the workshops
ponducted jointhy with ISESCO have tumed im0 serial
‘Imternet Secarity:

Industries’; and ‘Mational Inmovation System and
Irvbeflectual Property”.

3 COMEATS Fingship Projests in the

Bawt Couutr Y

CIOMBSATS of Information and Technology (CAT)
was established in the host country of OOMSATS during
the formative years of the organisation. The Institute is
now a full-fedged university with T campuses in different
cities. Simce inception, it has undergone emormous
growth in berms of student enroliment. faculty members,
nationad and inernational rankdng and necognition. Ower
3,000 Excuity members educate 30,000, under 57 degree
programmes. The nstitute ris among the top 10
universities of Pakistan and offers a bundred post-
graduate scholarships for stedents from COMSATS'
Miennber States. {www. cirt. adu. pi

COMSATS inbernet Senvices [CIS) was established as the
pioneer intemet Service Prowvider (ISP) of Pakistan in
1996 It now has operations i nine magor cities of
broadband, fiber links, and on-demand beoadband. The:
vailue-added services prowided by 0I5 include specialived
senvices refated 1o domamn-hosting and Virtual Private
Servers [VPS), website development, videoconferencing
and | T training . (15 has a Video-conferencing Centre, two
Social servoes of (IS inchude tede-health consultations. 5o
Fax, CIS has prowided a total of 35,000 tele-consultations
[wewrve cosmsats. meq. pl).

COMSATS started its eHealth Programene from its
Secretariat in 2000with a tele-health pilot-project. Later,
a project titled, TCTs for Rural Development in the
Mountainous and Remote Areas of Palistan’ (T4, was
caried out in collaboration with the internatsonal
Development Research Cemtre (Camada). At present,
COMEATS teleteatth clinics are operational in Skandu and
ob. Patients from far-flung areas ane being prowided

= e

spescialtst medical consuhtations in Dermatoiogy, General
Medicine and Gastroenterciogy. Moreover, customised
software has also been developed by COMSATS 1o
maintain and transfer patient data
{wowwe ebveabtivcomisats. com).

Tho e B ek

4 Imieroutbonel
Groups -
In wiew o the comnmonality of reseasch requirements and
desirability of pooling of resources by the Momber
institutsons, COMSATS Coordimtiig Councl approved a
scheme of Intariginonal Thematic Research Groups'. The
cheective of these groups is 10 promote Seuth-South
cooperation by wndertaking well-defined jount research
projects in different thematic areas and having
participation of résearch scientists belonging to different
institutions in COMSATS Member Countries and other

Mrﬂsw is in place for he-am.:ﬂmul
this scheme-

i A Group Leader belonging to the Lead Centre
aspenasing a well-defined proup. of research
workers;

. A project out-line prepaned by the Group Leader
and members;

il Cocednation between the Group Leader and
members for feedbackfeidance and repodting

the progress; and
[ The Gimap Leader evaloating and integrating
the panaribufions by all membes and for project
report
Adroerney. _=' Seinmes

that becadly fall wnder the rubrc of outreach to
stalosholders. On one hard, adoption of an approach 1o
development based on the cenmtrality of S&T, has been
advocated through COMSATS' statutney bodies; on the
pther hand, 3 teamn of five policy adhvinors has been made
availabie to Member Countries for helping them frame
policy imerventions that ane effective for this punpose.
Theee members of the team of adwvizors played a central
roke in designing STEI policies of Colomiia, Pakistan and
Sr-Lanka, while two hawe extensive experience of palicy
mmmh"uﬂﬂephﬁurmmm

Diplomacy in partnership with TWAS. The objective is to
elucidate scientific underpinning of global ssues that
impinge on the natiomal Enterests of developing
coundries. At present, there are five designated ‘Scence
Ambassadors’ in areas of Physics, Climate Change,
Engineeting and Technolagy, Energy, and Biotechmology,
as well 35 a Scientist Emeritus in the field of Science
Diplomacy.

COMSATS' pulblications serwe the dual purpese of
‘throwgh a vanety of mecharisms, including 3 bi-manthly
Newsletter: a Scentific Journal — “Science Vision;" SET

Recently, @ thrust is beirg bt towards popularization of
SET by further engaging media and journafists, especially
through focused capacity-building activitees, sucth as
Seminars on ‘Sclence Communication and lournalism’,




Pakistan Observer

Pakistan
02 November 2015

Role of S&T in development

STAF¥ REPORTER

ISLAMABAD - The third Commission Meet-
g of COMSATS highlighted the role of Sci-
ence and Technology (S&T) for sustamable
development.  The COMSATS' general
meeting convened by the Chairperson of
COMSATS, John Dramani Mahama. Presi-
dent of Ghana, concluded in Accra,Ghana

The meeting was maugurated by Elvis
Afrivie Ankrah, Mimister of State at the Of-
fice of the Pressdent of Ghana, on behalf of
the President, said a message received here
otherday

The participants of the mecting appreci-
ated the Government of Pakistan for ils gen-

crous and continued support lo COMSATS
for the past 21 years as well as its comm-
ment for extending ils financial support to
COMSATS’ future activites

Federal Secretary, Ministry of Science
and Technology Pakistan, Fazal Abbas
Maken, who is the Chasrman COMSATS’
Consultstive Committee, pointed out the
sumilanty of challenges faced by the devel-
oping countries, he considered S&T of key
importance in meeting théem. During an open
forum for discussion on ‘South-South co-
operation issues and COMSATS' future
programmes’, establishment of a ‘National
Centre of Excellence in Cyber Secunty” in
Pakistan was also proposed

http://epaper.pakobserver.net/201511/02/islamabad-2.php
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Radio Pakistan

02 November 2015
News Bulletin (http://www.radio.gov.pk/newsbulletin)
COMSATS-MEETING:

Pakistan has invited COMSATS member states to benefit from the experience of COMSATS Institute
of Information Technology Pakistan in setting up the COMSATS Technology Park as well as
Incubation Centre.

The invitation was extended by Secretary Ministry of Science and Technology Fazal Abbas Maken at
the third COMSATS' general meeting in Accra, Ghana.

He also proposed establishment of a “National Centre of Excellence in Cyber Security' in Pakistan.

The meeting appreciated the Government of Pakistan for its generous and continued support to
COMSATS for the past twenty-one years.

Besides Pakistan, delegates from China, Egypt, Ghana, Iran, Kazakhstan, Morocco, Nigeria,
Palestine, Philippines, Senegal, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda and Zimbabwe, attended
the two-day deliberations.

http://www.radio.gov.pk/newsbulletin
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development highlighted at COMSATS
general meeting

ISLAMABAD, Oct 30: The
third Commission Meeting of
COMSATS convened by the
Chairperson of COMSATS, John
Dramani Mahama, President of
Ghana, concluded in Accra,
Ghana, with a high note for
stronger cooperation among the
Member States and commitment
towards COMSATS’ national and
regional programmes and
projects.

According to a press release
issued by the Comsats secretariat,

Islamabad on Friday, the meeting
was inaugurated by Elvis Afriyie
Ankrah, Minister of State at the
Office of the President of Ghana
on behalf of the President.

The inauguration was at-
tended by about 100 people, in-
cluding country delegates, senior
officials from the Ghanaian
Flagstaff House, relevant min-
istries and departments; repre-
sentatives of foreign missions in
Ghana, senior officials of Ghana-

ian R&D/S&T organizations and

higher education institutions and
officials from COMSATS Secre-
tariat.

Also present at the ceremony
was Hon. Dr. Alfred Sugri Tia,
Ghanaian Deputy Minister for
Environment, Science, Technol-
ogy and Innovation. The meeting
was held at the level of senior offi-
cials appointed by the Heads of
Member States/Governments.

Country  delegates  from
China, Egypt, Ghana, Iran, Kaza-
khstan, Morocco, Nigeria, Pales-

tine, Philippines, Pakistan, Sene-
gal, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Tunisia,
Turkey, Uganda and Zimbabwe,
attended the deliberations of this
two-day Meeting.

In his message on the occa-
sion, President Mahama stated
that allMember States, including
Ghana, have greatly benefitted
from the programmes of the orga-
nization during the period of over
two decades, due to which, it is in
the selfinterest of the Member
States to provide COMSATS
maximum support.

Mr. Fazal Abbas Maken, Fed-
eral Secretary, Ministry of Science
and Technology, Government of
Pakistan, who is the Chairman
COMSATS’ Consultative Commit-
tee, pointed out the similarity of

http://www.pressreader.com/pakistan/daily-

messenger/20151031/281994671358709/TextView

L signin - Q

challenges faced by the develop-
ing countries, he considered S&T
of key importance in meeting
them.

BROR -
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Press Informatin Department

Pakistan
30 October 2015

PR No. 280
PRESS RELEASE
ROLE OF S&T FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT HIGHLIGHTED AT COMSATS GENERAL MEETING

Islamabad: 30" October, 2015.

IThe third Commission Meeting of COMSATS convened by the Chairperson of COMSATS, H.E. John Dramani Mahama, President of
Ghana, concluded in Accra on 28 October 2015. The meeting was inaugurated by Hen. Elvis Afriyie Ankrah, Minister of State at the Office

of the President of Ghana, on 27" October 2015, on behalf of the President. The inauguration was attended by about 100 people, including
country delegates, senior officials from the Ghanaian Flagstaff House, relevant ministnes and departments; representatives of foreign
missions in Ghana; senior officials of Ghanaian R&D/SA&T organizations and higher education institutions; and officials from COMSATS
Secretanat, as well as local media personnel. Also present at the ceremeny was Hon. Dr. Alfred Sugn Tia, Ghanaian Deputy Minister for
Envircnment, Science, Technolegy and Innovation.

IThe meeting was held at the level of senior officials appointed by the Heads of Member States/Governments. Country delegates from
China, Egypt, Ghana, Iran, Kazakhstan, Morocco, Nigeria, Palestine, Philippines, Pakistan, Senegal, Sr Lanka, Sudan, Tunisia, Turkey,
Uganda and Zimbabwe, attended the deliberations of this two-day Meeting. In his message on the occasion, President Mahama stated that
all Member States, including Ghana, have greatly benefitted from the programmes of the organization during the period of over two dec ades,
due to which, it is in the self-interest of the Member States to provide COMSATS' maximum support. Mr. Fazal Abbas Maken, Federal
Secretary, Ministry of Science and Techneology, Government of Pakistan, who is the Chairman COMSATS' Consultative Committee,
pointed out the similarity of challenges faced by the developing countries, he considered S&T of key importance in meeting them. H.E. Mr.
Mahama Ayariga, Minister for Envirenment, Science, Technology and Innovation, Government of Ghana, and Executive Director
COMSATS, Dr. |LE. Qureshi, also spoke on the occasion.

Country Statements constituted a major part of the 14-point agenda of the meeting. The Heads of the country delegations gave overviews of
these countries’ scientific and technological activities in the S&T institutions and research organizations. The participating delegates also
highlighted the importance of S&T for development; called for stronger cooperation among the Member States; and showed commitment
towards COMSATS' national and regional programmes and projects.

During an open forum for discussion on ‘South-South cooperation issues and COMSATS' future programmes’, establishment of a ‘National
Centre of Excellence in Cyber Security’ in Pakistan was propesed. Other matters of mutual interest discussed during the session included
preserving genome and bicdiversity resources and safeguarding intellectual property rights. Special emphasis was given to the participation
of the Member States in the International Thematic Research Groups of COMSATS; COMSATS' Panel of Experts on Science, Technology
and Innovation Policy; COMSATS Distinguished Professorship Scheme; and COMSATS' Science Diplomacy Programme. Pakistan invited
other Member States to benefit from the experience of COMSATS Institute of Information Technology (CIIT), Pakistan, in setting up the
COMSATS Technology Park as well as Incubation Centre. The participants of the Meeting appreciated the Government of Pakistan for its
generous and continued support to COMSATS for the past 21 years, as well as its commitment for extending its financial support to
COMSATS' future activities.

With the re-election of H.E. John Dramani Mahama, President of Ghana, as COMSATS' Chairperson for the next three years, the next
meeting of the Commission will be held in 2018, in Ghana.

http: //www.pid.gov.pk/press30-10-2015.htm
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GHANA WELCOMES SOUTH-SOUTH

By Osumanu
Al-Hassan
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solve problems

He said, “The international
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development agendas
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He noted that know ledge product
such as Microsoll Windows, produces
more revenues than ship loads of
cotton or jute and that knowledge of
human genetic code and Kr
how to manipulate
decidedly worth more than all the gold
and diamonds in the mines of the
world adding. “So we know that S&T
capacity is the key to unblocking the
door of our progress.

According to him. together
member states can make differences
from the platform of COMSATS as
well as any number of fora that serve
collective interests
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Science, technology and innovation priority of govt — Ayariga

By Charles Andoh, ACCRA

THE Minister of Environment, Science,
Technology and Innovation, Mr Mahama
Ayariga, has said that the government of
Ghana attached much importance to science,
technology and innovation in its bid to
achieve accelerated growth and national
development.

In view of that, he noted that the ministry
had framed the National Science, Technology
and Innovation (ST&I) Policy with a clear
vision to integrate ST&I into national
development plans to harness the nation’s
science and technology capacity.

That, he stressed, would go a long way to
enable Ghana to achieve its national objectives
of reducing poverty,and ensuring sustainable
environmental management and industrial
growth.

“Over the years, Ghana has achieved a lot
in terms of establishing science and
technology infrastructure and building the
scientific capacity of its institutions,” Mr
Ayariga added.

The minister was speaking at the
inaugural session of the third Commission on
Science and Technology for Sustainable
Development in the South (COMSATS)
conference in Accra,

Assistance from other countries

Ghana as a state, according to Mr Ayariga,
required the support of other developing and
developed countries in its strides for growth
and development in spite of the fact that it
was endowed with a lot of natural resources.

“The government of Ghana is focused on its
agenda for transformation which calls for
adopting new and innovative ways of doing
things, drawing on the power of science and
technology to diagnose and solve problems,”
he indicated.

He also added that international
programmes such as COMSATS, provided the
country with greater opportunities to learn
and reflect, especially in terms of inculcating
science and technology in the national
agenda.

The Executive Director of COMSATS, Dr
Imtinan Elahi Qureshi, called on leaders and
COMSATS member states to do their best
towards the expansion of science and
technology in their respective countries.

About COMSATS

The COMSATS was established in 1994 as
an inter-governmental organisation based in
Islamabad.

" It is currently chaired by President John
Dramani Mahama. The commission has 23-
member countries on three continents; Africa,
Asia and Latin America.

The commission aims at fostering the
sustainable development of member countries
through the use of science and technology and
serves as a platform to mutually identify

* Mr Mahama Ayariga (2nd left) interacting with Mr Fazal Abbas
Maken (2nd right), Chairman of COMSAT and Dr I.E Qureshi

of COMSAT, at the conference

right),
in Accra. I.aokh’u on is Mr Elvis Afriyie Ankrah (ieft), Minister of
State at the Presidency. Picture: GABRIEL AHIABOR

common development problems and in turn,
devise appropriate technical solutions.

In a speech read on his behalf, President
Mahama added his voice to the call on African
leaders to dedicate a great deal of resources to
the improvement of science and technology
on the continent.

He said it was the responsibility of African
leaders to ensure that the necessary
frameworks were created for science and
technology to flourish.
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Third COMSATS conference ends in Accra

The third Commission on Science and Technology for Sustainable Development in the South
(COMSATS) conference aimed at fostering sustainable development in developing countries,
through science and technology, has ended in Accra.

It was organised by COMSATS in collaboration with Ghana’s Ministry of Environment, Science,
Technology and Innovation (MESTTI) and the Council for Scientific and Industrial Research.

Dr Imtinan Elahi Qureshi Executive Director of COMSATS, called on member countries to
ensure that research and development organisations acquire the status of centre of excellence.

“These should be able to attract the attention of the world by rolling out new scientific theories
and technical products,” he said.

Dr Qureshi made the call at the opening of the two-day conference, in Accra, attended by the 23
member countries in three continents-Africa, Asia and Lartin America.

Dr Qureshi explained that modern science and technology is the key in unlocking doors to socio-
economic progress and its neglect would be disastrous for the economic growth of member
countries.

He called on member states to provide support for strengthening the technical and intellectual
resources available at COMSATS' affiliated Research and Development organisations as well as
universities to ensure that they are at par with international standards.

He implored member countries to give greater trust to people who have adopted a scientific
career and successfully negotiated a steep learning curve to reach the levels of scientific
knowledge.

“These people are the cream of our societies, representing all that is noble and exalted as human
being,” he added.

Mr Fazal Abbas Maken, Chairperson COMSATS Consultative Committee acknowledged the fact
that developing countries are plagued with poverty and underdevelopment, “But with
technologies, we will be making headways leading to huge economic dividends”.

He commended Ghana for being fully committed to COMSATS and making use of the platforms
offered by the body to fully serve the collective interests of its people.

Mr Mahama Ayariga, Minister of MESTI noted that Ghana attaches great importance to science
technology and innovations as a means to achieving accelerated growth and national
development.

He expressed Ghana’s support for the Science and Technology South- South cooperation and
pledged Ghana’s support in sustaining the cooperation.



Mr Elvis Afriyie Ankrah Minister of State at the Presidency who represented President John
Dramani Mahama, commended the organisers for the conference and said Ghana is committed
to adopt new and innovative ways of doing things, drawing on the power of science and
technology to diagnose and solve problems.

He acknowledged the numerous contributions made by COMSATS towards science and
technology in many developing countries over the period of two decades, and urged member
states to extend its maximum support to science and technology for socio-economic
development in their countries.

He also entreated member countries to make science and technology the pillar of sustainable
development and ensure that the South- South cooperation is strengthened.

COMSATS periodically holds international conference in its member countries for experts to
deliberate on critical scientific issues, knowledge sharing, technology transfer and capacity
building as well as providing opportunities for students, scientists, engineers and technicians to
discuss pressing needs of their respective countries.

COMSATS, is a Pakistan-based inter-governmental organisation, made up of 23 developing
countries, including Ghana, Nigeria, Senegal, China, Kazakhstan, Philippines, Syria and Iran,
and has President Mahama as its chairperson.

COMSATS plans workshops and training programmes, provides platforms for renowned
scientists, technologists and scholars, to promote relevant science and technology for the
development of member-states.

The Commission serves as a platform to mutually identify common developmental problems
and devise appropriate technical solutions.

Fourteen Scientists of the Ghana Atomic Energy Commission, who had benefited from the
workshop on Repair and Maintenance of Scientific Instruments organised by COMSATS were
presented with certificates.

http://www.ghanaweb.com/GhanaHomePage/regional/Third-COMSATS-conference-ends-in-Accra-
390816
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Science, technology and innovation priority of
government — Ayariga

The Minister of Environment, Science, Technology and Innovation, Mr Mahama Ayariga, has
said that the government of Ghana attached much importance to science, technology and
innovation in its bid to achieve accelerated growth and national development.

In view of that, he noted that the ministry had framed the National Science, Technology and
Innovation (ST&I) Policy with a clear vision to integrate ST&I into national development plans
to harness the nation’s science and technology capacity.

That, he stressed, would go a long way to enable Ghana to achieve its national objectives of
reducing poverty, and ensuring sustainable environmental management and industrial growth.

“Over the years, Ghana has achieved a lot in terms of establishing science and technology
infrastructure and building the scientific capacity of its institutions,” Mr Ayariga added.
The minister was speaking at the inaugural session of the third Commission on Science and
Technology for Sustainable Development in the South (COMSATS) conference in Accra.

Assistance from other countries

Ghana as a state, according to Mr Ayariga, required the support of other developing and
developed countries in its strides for growth and development in spite of the fact that it was
endowed with a lot of natural resources.

“The government of Ghana is focused on its agenda for transformation which calls for adopting
new and innovative ways of doing things, drawing on the power of science and technology to
diagnose and solve problems,” he indicated.

He also added that international programmes such as COMSATS, provided the country with
greater opportunities to learn and reflect, especially in terms of inculcating science and
technology in the national agenda.

The Executive Director of COMSATS, Dr Imtinan Elahi Qureshi, called on leaders and
COMSATS member states to do their best towards the expansion of science and technology in
their respective countries.

About COMSATS
The COMSATS was established in 1994 as an inter-governmental organisation based in
Islamabad.

It is currently chaired by President John Dramani Mahama. The commission has 23-member
countries on three continents; Africa, Asia and Latin America.



The commission aims at fostering the sustainable development of member countries through
the use of science and technology and serves as a platform to mutually identify common
development problems and in turn, devise appropriate technical solutions.

In a speech read on his behalf, President Mahama added his voice to the call on African leaders
to dedicate a great deal of resources to the improvement of science and technology on the
continent.

He said it was the responsibility of African leaders to ensure that the necessary frameworks were
created for science and technology to flourish.

http://graphic.com.gh/news/general-news/52412-science-technology-and-innovation-priority-of-
government-ayariga.html
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More cooperation
sought to speed up
Comsats’ S&T projects

OUR STA" REPORTER
ISLAMABAD

satistaction over the COMSATS

contribution towards science and toch-
nology In developing countries during a
period of over two decades, the organi-
zatfon's Commission meeting has em
phasized upon the member states to ex-
tend maximum support to it so that thelr
S&Ted soclo-econamic development is
put on a fast track

These remarks were expressed during
the Insugural ceremony of the third Com-
misslon Moeting of COMSATS convened
by COMSATS Chalrperson and Ghanalan
President, john Dramani Mabama, In Acs
cra, Ghana, says a press note lssued on
Wednesday by the COMSATS Headguar-
ters, yesterday. The Commission Is the
apex statutory bady of COMSATS, com-
prising the heads of 23 member states

Elvis Afriyie Ankrah, Minkster of State at
the Office of the President of Ghana, read
out the address of the Ghanalan President,
who approciated the presence of member
states delegates

He sald that all Member States, including
Ghana, have greatly benefitted from the or-
ganization and they need to further gath-
er their resaurces for their collective ben-
efit towards socio-cconomic development.

Country delegations lrom China, Egypt,
Ghana, Kazakhstan, Moracco, Nigeria,
Palestine, Phillppines, Pakistan, Senegal,
Sri Lanka, Sudan, Tunisia, Turkey, Ugan-
da and Zimbabwe attended the delibera-
tions of this two-day meeting. Apart from
the delegates, the inaugural ceremony was
attended by about B0 senior offidals

from the Ghanaian Flagstaff House, rele-
vant ministries and departments; repre-

sentatives of foreign missions in Ghana;
senior officials of Ghanalan RED/S&T
organizations and higher education in-
stitutions as woll as officlals trom COM-
SATS Secretariat. Also present a2 the cor-
emony was Hon. Dr. Alfred Sugrt Tia,
Ghanalan Deputy Minkster for Environ.
ment, Science, Technology and Innovation,

Earfier, Bxecutive Director COMSATY, Dr.
L E Qureshi, in his remarks,
urged the Member States to provide sup-
port for strengthening the technical and
Intellectial resources avallable at COM-
SATS' affillated RED organizations and
universities for bringing them at par with
highest Intornational standards. Hie opined
that financial inputs in such projects and
Initiatives are an investment that will
certainly pay back,

Fazal Abbas Maken, Federal Secretary,
Science and Technology, Government of
Pakistan, who Is the Chalrman COMSATS
Consultative Commiitoe, also spoke on the
occasion, Pointing out the similaricy of

taced by the coun-
tries, he comsidered SET of key Importance
In meeting them,

Mahama Ayariga, Minister for Envi-
ronment, Science, Technology and Inno-
vation, Government of Ghana, acknowl-
edged COMSATS' efforts for promoting
peace and prosperity in the Member
States by facflitating South-South coop-
eration in sclence and technology. He in-
formed that Ghana Is a member of various
regional and International
and Is committed to actively participate in
the international activities of COMSATS

http://nation.com.pk/E-Paper/islamabad/2015-10-29/page-3
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Comsats’ meeting
calls for more
support on S&T
operations

SLAMASAD: Expressing sat
sfaction over the Comsats’
CONtbUBON towards SOence
a7d techrology In the deved
OpIng courtries during the pe-
1iod of over two Gecades, the
organisation’s Commission
meeting has emphasised
upen the member states %
atend maumum support
£ 50 that their S&T-led sotio
CCONOMIC Svelop™ert & Pt
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These remarks were ex
pressed dunng the maupe
ral ceremony of the third
Commission Meeting of
Comsats comened by s

hama in Accra, Ghana, says
8 press release received
here by e Comsats Mead
Quarters, Islamabod. The
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COMSATS calls for more support in
science, technology operations

ISLAMABAD: Expressing satisfaction over the COMSATS'

contribution towards science and technology in the . Staff Report
developing countries during the period of over two decades, = 5 oper 29, 2015
the organisation’s commission meeting has emphasised

upon the member states to extend maximum support to it so Be First To Comment
that their science and technology led socic-economic
development is put on a fast track. These remarks were
expressed during the inaugural ceremony of the third 0 0
Commission Meeting of COMSATS convened by COMSATS

Chairperson and Ghanaian President John Dramani Mahama, AL G

in Accra, Ghana. The commission is the apex statutory body m

of COMSATS, comprising the heads of 23 member states.

Minister of State at the Office of the President of Ghana Elvis Afriyie Ankrah read out the
address of the Ghanaian president, who appreciated the presence of member states
delegates. He said that all member states, including Ghana have greatly benefited from
the organisation and they need to gather their rescurces for their collective benefit
towards socio-economic development. Delegations from China, Egypt, Ghana,
Kazakhstan, Morocco, Nigeria, Palestine, Philippines, Pakistan, Senegal, Sri Lanka,
sudan, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda and Zimbabwe attended the deliberations of the two-day
meeting. Apart from the delegates, the inaugural ceremony was attended by about 80
senior officials from the Ghanaian Flagstaff House, relevant ministries and departments,
representatives of foreign missions in Ghana, senior officials of Ghanaian research and
developments organisations and higher education institutions as well as officials from
COMSATS Secretariat. Also present at the ceremony was Ghanaian Deputy Minister for
Environment, Science, Technology and Innovation Dr Alfred Sugri Tia.Earlier, COMSATS
Executive Director Dr I E Qureshi urged the member states to provide support for
strengthening the technical and intellectual resources available at COMSATS' affiliated
R&D organisations and universities for bringing them at par with highest international
standards. He opined that financial inputs in such projects and initiatives are an

investment that will certainly pay back. Government of Pakistan Science and Technoloay
Federal Secretary Fazal Abbas Maken, who is the Chairman COMSATS' Consultative

Committee, also spoke on the occasion. Pointing out the similarity of challenges faced by
the developing countries, he considered science and technolegy of key importance in
meeting challenges. Government of Ghana Minister for Environment, Science,
Technolegy and Innovation Mahama Ayariga acknowledged COMSATS' efforts for
promoting peace and prosperity in the member states by facilitating South-South
cooperation in science and technology. He informed that Ghana is a member of various
regional and internaticnal organisations, and is committed to actively participate in the
international activities of COMSATS. Another highlight of the inaugural ceremony was the
presentation of certificates to 14 scientists of the Ghanaian Atomic Energy Commission,
who had benefited from the workshop on Repair and Maintenance of Scientific
Instruments, organized by COMSATS in Accra. In addition to the country statements by
the Heads of delegations, the 3rd general meeting deliberated extensively on a 14-point
agenda, which, inter alia, relates to - South-South cooperation avenues and COMSATS'
future programmes pertaining to science and technology, capacity-building events, joint
research projects, science diplomacy, consultancy for science, technology and innovation
policy, lectures by distinguished professors, COMSATS Science & Technology Park (CSTP),
mobilisation of financial resources for the organisation, approval of COMSATS' statutes
and election of one of the heads of state as the chairperson for the next three years.

http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/national/29-Oct-2015/comsats-calls-for-more-support-in-science-

technology-operations
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The Executive Director of
COMSATS, Dr Imtinan Elahi, who
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status of th of excell

Ayariga, in his remarks, smd
in view of the importance of Science
and Technology and Innovation (STT),
the government developed the

Dr Elahi called for collaboration
among the member countries to
pmmotc STI as well as research and

mndetheull plained that b

d the hope

M. Elvis Afriyie-Ankrah (fifth ﬁ'omleﬁ), Mr. Ayariga (middle) and Dr. Imtinan Qureshi (fifthfrom right) Executive Director, COMSATS

in a group photograph with the participants.

Technology and
Innovation Policy with the view to
integrating STI into national
development plans.

He said the objective was to
hamess the country's STI capacity to
address poverty and promote
sustainable environmental
management and industrial growth.

"Over the years, Ghana has
achieved a lot in terms of establishing
science and technology infrastructure,
and building the scientific capacity of
research and development,” he said,
adding that "the objectives set out in
the National STI policy are yet to be
fully realised."

Mr Ayariga appealed to the
developed economies to support the
country in its efforts to implement the
STI policy and other development

projects.

Mr Fazal Abbas Maken, Secretary
and Minister of Science and
Technology of Pakistan, who chaired
the programme, said STI was key to
"unlocking the door of our progress".

He appealed to the member
countries to increase their Gross
Domestic Product  funding for
research and development, saying the
0.7 of GDP currently allocated was
woefully inadequate.
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